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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILL KS 

SUBJECT: LAWS GOVERNING ARMS EXPORTS 
REP: STATE 028053, SEOUL 7110 

1 . ARMS TRAFPIC IS GOVERNED BY THE ROK FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 
CONTROL LAW OF 1961, AMENDED IN 1962. ARTICLE 10 DELEGATES 
LICENSING AUTHORITY TO THE MINISTER OP HOME AFPAIRS AS FOLLOWS: 
"PARAGRAPH 1. PERSONS DESIRING TO IMPORT OR EXPORT PIREARMS 

OR EXPLOSIVES SHALL OBTAIN THE PERMISSION OP THE MINISTER OF 
HOME APFAIRS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS TO BE SET OUT IN 
A PRESIDENTIAL DECREE. PARAGRAPH 2. IP HE DEEMS IT NECESSARY 
TO PUBLIC SECURITY THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS MAY RESTRICT 
OR PROHIBIT THE IMPORT OR EXPORT OP PIREARMS OR EXPLOSIVES." 

2. ARTICLE 7 OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ENPORCEMENT DECREE FOR THE 
FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES CONTROL LAW PROVIDES THAT, "PERSONS 
DESIRING TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO IMPORT FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 
UNDER ARTICLE 10 OF THE LAW .SHALL SUBMIT SPECIFIC APPLICATION 
FORM NUMBER 4 TO THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS." THE PORM 
IDENTIFIES THE APPLICANT AND ESTABLISHES THE BASIS FOR HIS 
REQUEST. 
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3. IN PRACTICE, AN APPLICANT SUBMITS THE FORM TO THE NEAREST 
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POLICE STATION WHICH FORWARDS IT TO NATIONAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
FROM WHENCE THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION IS TRANSMITTED DIRECTLY 
BACK TO THE APPLICANT. 

4. CRITERIA FOR LICENSING ARE UNCOMPLICATED AND NOT MATTERS 
OF FORMAL REGULATION. A POLICE LICENSING OFFICER INFORMED 

AN EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE THAT EXPORTS WILL BE APPROVED ONLY 
TO NON-COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WHERE NO DANGER TO PUBLIC SAFETY 
IS PERCEIVED AND WHERE THERE IS A FOREIGN EXCHANGE BENEFIT TO 
KOREA. BASICALLY THERE ARE SEVERAL KOREAN MANUFACTURERS OF 
ARMAMENTS, AIR RIFLES, SHOTGUNS AND PARTS FOR ARMS BUT 
ONLY TWO AMMUNITION MANUFACTURERS. EXPORTS OF EXPLOSIVES GAVE 
BEEN CHIEFLY PYROTECHNICS OR EXPLOSIVES USED IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE NEEDS OF KOREAN CONSTRUCTION COVTRACTORS OPERATING 
ABROAD. EXPORTS OF ARMAMENTS, EXPLOSIVES, AIR RIFLES, 

SHOTGUNS AND PARTS FOR THE FIRST ELEVEN MONTHS OF 1975 TOTALLED 
$1.3 MILLION. 

5. EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT THE LAWS ARE EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE. 
SNEIDER 
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